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Policy



Schools 

• Curriculum review – additional focus on technology and financial literacy?

• Curriculum review – reduction in GCSEs? End of the Ebacc?

• Curriculum review – BTECs and post-16 qualifications

• White paper – SEND reform

• White paper – white working-class boys?

• White paper – an overall vision for the system?





Skills and FE

▪ Post-16 qualification landscape – T-levels (2% take up, high drop out), other level 3, level 2?

▪ Apprenticeship reforms – 12 to 8 months, more design flexibility, foundation apprenticeships

▪ Growth and Skills Levy – unclear on expansion to non-apprenticeship courses, cuts to Level 7 for 

over 21s, serious issue for some employers.

▪ Still questions over apprenticeship quality, misuse by some employers and high drop out rates

▪ Lifelong learning entitlement

▪ White paper due – pull all this together into a coherent strategy?



HE

▪ UK student numbers static: largely due to fall in value of maintenance loans

▪ International student numbers down: changes to visa rules for dependents 

▪ Most HE providers looking at cost reductions – some in serious trouble

▪ Inflation-linking tuition fees? More intervention in the market?

▪ Levy on immigrant students?

▪ AI and cheating



Devolution

▪ Mayors already have the adult skills budget

▪ 16-19 budget too? Oversight powers over schools?

▪ A role in coordinating universities + FE?
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